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also be entirely responsible for the diversification of supplies, indigenous production and national / 
cross-border cooperation between the gas undertakings, including cooperation with the producers. 

 
• With regard to potential major gas supply disruption, GTE is of the opinion that determination of 

disruption risks and appropriate measures to be taken should be made at national level through 
cooperation between relevant authorities and gas undertakings. Cooperation is preferable to any 
centralised crisis mechanisms, which would directly affect the sanctity of contracts and sovereignty 
of TSO’s over their assets. 

 
• GTE is willing to work on the definition of major supply disruptions that could not be managed by 

the gas transmission industry supported by an adequate cooperation mechanism. For example, an 
advisory body at the EU level involving all concerned parties (market players and relevant 
authorities) could also be considered in order to exchange views and facilitate the coordination of 
measures that could be taken. 

 
• It should be recognised that security of supply is delivered at a price. GTE sees the need for stating 

that where new obligations are put on TSO’s, they shall be able to recover the costs or to charge 
market-based prices for any new obligations. This is essential if distorting effects on competition 
(incl. inter-fuel competition) are to be prevented and a healthy investment climate is to be 
maintained. It should be clear that consequences of such obligations on TSO’s will affect the whole 
gas chain down to the consumers. 

 
• Any exemption for new entrants would lead to asymmetric regulation with distorting effect on 

competition. 
 

• GTE welcomes the emphasis on the importance of long-term contracts, which have been a 
significant factor in the stability of investment in capital intensive gas infrastructure projects and 
which shall continue to play a key role in the future. In order to finance major transmission 
infrastructure projects (main pipelines, LNG terminal or storage) GTE sees the need for the 
definition of ‘long-term’ to be a duration of 10 years at an absolute minimum. 

 
 
Annex 1 GTE report on security of natural gas supply, dd. 22 January 2003 
Annex 2 GTE comments on the Commission’s draft directive issued in September 2002, dd. 21 

March 2003 


